
 
 
 

A Brief Study of "Hear" in the New Testament 
 
 
 The necessity for the verb hear when rendered listen but to be understood as heed  is perhaps most forcefully 
brought out in the event of Jesus’ Transfiguration, Lk 9:28-36; parallels, Mt 17:1-8; Mk 9:2-8.  In that account, Jesus, 
accompanied by his special triumvirate of Peter, James and John, went up the mountain to pray.  While praying, his 
entire being was transfigured before them in such a way that his intrinsic glory was externally manifest in a powerful (yet 
veiled) way.  Luke 9:29 records that “the appearance of his face was altered, and his clothing became dazzling white.”  
The disciples were predictably terrified at such an unusual and imposing sight.   
 The gravity of this experience was enhanced by the appearance of Moses and Elijah in their official capacities of 
the summation of the Old Testament representatives – Moses, of the law and Elijah, of the prophets.  Luke states they 
were conversing with Jesus Christ about his departure,  [Gk. exodos], that is, his death, burial, resurrection and 
ascension, all of which he would soon complete in Jerusalem, v. 31.  Overwhelmed by this disturbing sight, Peter, “not 
knowing what he said” [no unusual task for him!], suggested to Jesus, “ "Master, it is good that we are here. Let us make 
three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah"” v. 33.  It is clear from the rest of the account that this well-
intentioned spokesman neither understood the significance of the occasion nor the impact of his suggestion.  His desire 
to construct three tents, one for each of the discussants, whether to provide them with shelter or to bestow them with 
honor, misses the entire purpose of the occasion.  So shocking was Peter’s suggestion that it prompted the intervention of 
the Lord God from the glory cloud on the mount, in a similar manner to his speaking with Moses, Ex 24:1 -2, and Elijah, 
1 Ki 19: 8-18.   
 Accordingly, God’s corrective instruction to Peter may be somewhat understood like this:  
“Peter, you have not grasped the importance and the substance of this Transfiguration.  Moses and Elijah represent the 
entirety of Old Testament revelation which pointed to and which “my son, my Chosen One” came to fulfill. [Lk 9:35].  
Do you not remember his clear teaching in Mt 5:17: “"Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I 
have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.”?   In his post-resurrection appearances, he will once more confirm this 
truth by reminding his followers that his suffering and glory were recorded by “Moses and all the prophets” and he will 
interpret to them all the events regarding his Person and work, especially those pertaining to his death, burial and 
resurrection, in all the Scriptures.  [Lk 24:24-27, 44-47]. 
 “Peter, this Jesus is none other than that prophet of whom Moses wrote: “"The LORD your God will raise up 
for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brothers-- it is to him you shall listen--” [Dt 18:15; emphasis 
ours].  He is the divine Logos, the Word of God, God the Son incarnate, who has come from my bosom to bring my full 
and final message of salvation by grace alone, through faith alone in him alone, in these last days to those I have pre-
appointed to hear it.  He will accomplish this salvation by his death, burial and resurrection in Jerusalem.  How can you 
so quickly forget his first prediction of the climax of his Messianic work, “"The Son of Man must suffer many things and 
be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised."” which he explicitly 
stated after your accurate confession of him as the “Christ [or Messiah] of God.”? Lk 9:22, 21].  
 “Thus Peter, Moses and Elijah were my faithful prophets in a prior dispensation which was preparatory to this 
era.  But now, in the fullness of time, I have sent forth my Son, “born of woman, born under the law to redeem those that 
are under the law” that they may be adopted as my sons in my covenant family [Gal 4: 4].  So, Peter, this Jesus is my 
Chosen One, listen to him!  Heed and obey every word that he tells you, especially that which concerns his death, burial, 
resurrection and ascension to my right hand at which we together reign.  Listen to him!  Do whatever he says!” 
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